
Agenda
Board of Housing Appeals Meeting

Municipal Building, 625 52nd Street – Room 204, Kenosha, WI
Tuesday, October 10, 2023

5:00 pm

Amy Lonergan, Chairperson Mathew Loewen
Brandon Gray, Vice-Chairperson Aishia Nunez
Mitch Ferraro Shane Hollerich, Alternate

Call to Order
Roll Call
Citizens’ Comments

Approval of Minutes from the Meeting held May 5, 2020

1. Petitioners, Olga DeBartolo and Fabio DeBartolo, are appealing an Order to Repair for an 
incorrectly installed fence on the property located at 2904 22nd Ave. (07-222-24-488-012). 
(District 6) PUBLIC HEARING

Commissioners’ Comments
End of Meeting

IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL 262.653.4263 BY NOON BEFORE THIS
MEETING TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR REASONABLE ON-SITE ACCOMMODATIONS.

City of Kenosha | 625 52 Street, Kenosha WI 53140 | T: 262.653.4263 | F: 262.653.4254 | kenosha.org
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BOARD OF HOUSING APPEALS
Minutes

May 5, 2020

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dennis Filippelli, Richard Gallo, Michael Hawes, Anderson 
Lattimore, Amy Lonergan

STAFF PRESENT:  Rich Kath, Supervisor of Inspections; John Mielke, Property 
Maintenance Inspector; Martha Swartz, Property Maintenance Inspector  

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Chairman Richard Gallo; the roll was
called. 

A motion was made by Amy Lonergan and seconded by Michael Hawes, to approve 
the minutes of November 5, 2019; the motion carried unanimously. (Ayes 5, Noes 0)
 
1. Request for Relief from the City of Kenosha’s Property Maintenance
           Code requirement that “All Structures shall be kept free from
           infestation.” (Section 16.21A); Property Address:  5406 25th Avenue;
           Petitioner:  Kolstedt Properties, LLC

The meeting was opened to a public hearing.

Kenneth Kolstedt, 2048 Thurston Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin, spoke.  He stated that
he had mailed documentation to the City that stated bedbug infestation can be 
treated with a heat treatment of 118 degrees for 30-40 minutes; and, therefore, a 
professional exterminator would not be needed.  He paid $600.00 for a professional 
exterminator and is asking the City to reimburse him.

Alderman Patrick Juliana spoke.  He encouraged the Board to deny Mr. Kolstedt’s 
request.

Public hearing closed.

John Morrissey, Director of City Inspections, spoke.  He stated that the inspector for 
this case, Martha Swartz, is present to answer any questions.  He also asked that 
the Board deny Mr. Kolstedt’s request.  He explained that the ordinance clearly 
states that bedbugs are a health hazard and extermination is the responsibility of the
landlord.  He added that the City of Kenosha received a compliance statement from 
Mr. Kolstedt on March 9.

Amy Lonergan asked Martha Swartz how many units were affected.  Ms. Swartz 
answered that one (1) unit was affected; however, staff recommends all units be 
treated.  Ms. Lonergan asked if more than one (1) bedbug was found – staff 
answered there were a total of four (4) in the trap.

Ms. Lonergan commented that since 2003, many of the greatest courts of the land 
have recognized that bedbugs are not only an infestation and a health hazard, but 
one of the most pernicious and most scarring, both mentally and physically, things 
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that a landlord can allow to happen to his or her tenants.

Anderson Lattimore asked if all of the units were treated.  Martha said that a report 
was obtained from “Critter Gitters” that stated all units had been tested.  Mr. 
Lattimore mentioned that he did not understand how Mr. Kolstedt could not be clear 
regarding the requirements.

Mr. Kolstedt requested that he be given a chance to make one more comment.  He 
stated that bedbugs are not brought in by the landlord but by the tenant; and, he 
reiterated that he had sent information to the City regarding the heat treatment.  Mr. 
Morrissey said that staff had not received the information.  He also reiterated that 
the ordinance is clear about the requirement that the landlord is responsible to hire a
licensed exterminator.

Alderman Juliana, as well as Ms. Lonergan, does not feel that Mr. Kolstedt has the 
correct information regarding extermination and heat treatment.

A motion was made by Amy Lonergan to deny the petitioner's request.  Dennis 
Filippelli seconded the motion.  On a roll call vote, the motion passed.  (Ayes 5, 
Noes 0)

Several Board Members thanked Alderman Juliana, the staff, and Mr. Kolstedt for 
exercising his right to appeal.

A motion was made by Amy Lonergan to adjourn the meeting at 5:20 p.m.  Andrew 
Lattimore seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 5, Noes 0)

          

_________________________________ 
                                                                            John Morrissey
                                                                 Board of Housing Appeals 
                                                                   

                      
                              

Minutes prepared by: 
Sue Zampanti
Department of City Inspections
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