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1861: The Upper Middle West's Civil War

In commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War, the Civil War Museum of
Kenosha, Wisconsin, has created a six panel exhibit available for purchase entitled /861: The Upper
Middle West's Civil War. Each 36" by 24" panel contains a mixture of period newspaper stories, first
hand accounts, photographs, and period drawings describing the role of one of the six states of the
Upper Middle West--Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin--during the first
year of the war. Ideal for museums, historical societies, libraries or schools, the panels present the

often untold story about the start of the Civil War and its impact on the citizens and communities of
these western frontier states.

The complete set of 1861: The Upper Middle West's Civil War can be purchased from the Civil War
Museum for $120.00. This price includes all six 36" x 24" exhibit panels, postage, and shipping tube.

Not interested in the entire set? Individual state panels can also be purchased for $25.00, which
includes postage and shipping tube.

Wisconsin residents please add 5.5% sales tax to your order.
For more information or to order, please contact:

Mr. Doug Dammann

5400 First Ave.

Kenosha, WI 53140
262-653-4432
ddammann@kenosha.org
www.thecivilwarmuseum.org
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I]llnols and the Civil Wur The Gibraltar oi

Dase 1o its strttegic location, the stant
of the Clvil War brought major changes to
the state of inois. Iis riverfront towns
ecame military staging and shipping
areas s the Union army sttempled to seize
control of the Mississippi and Tennessee
Rivers. The port city of Chicago grew
quickly as Gireat Lakes shipping boomed
Factory and mill workers provided @

seady siream of war goods 10 outlit
Union anmies. Furmers shipped pigs and
cattle o Chicago stockyards, where meat
packers tured fivestock ioto salt pork
and heef. Miners extracted palena that
yielded lead for bullets. Foundry workers
ar Mound City converied wooden river
steamboats into iron-ciad vessels.

The Death
of the Little Giant,
Stephen A. Douglas

On April 25,
1961,  Ababum
Lincoln’s longtime
political rival and
Unitod Stabes Senabor,
Stephen A. Dowgias,
rewmed o his

home  wate  of
Hlinois to address
the Niinois  Sute
Legistature
tn pour  health
: and  physically
exhausted, -ugln defivered one of the
most rousintg spesches of his carcer during
which he professed his tove for the Union
andt hope 1hat it could be saved from armed
siroggle. A few woeks afer the
Duuglas died in Chisago from typhoid. His
body lay i state in Chicago for two days
while a cotitinuons, double filed. stream of
people filed past. He is buried in Chicago

Towa’s

Lincoln's Farewell to

Before boarding the trin that was 10
wake him from Springficid to Washingioa.
DC. to nssume the presidency, Abraham
Lincoln delivered the following address
from the rear platform of ane of the cars

My fricnds, wo one, not i my situation,
cons appreciate wiy fecling of saduess o
this partinng. To this place and the kindness
of these people, I owe everything. Here 1
have lived a guarter of @ century. and have
passed from o ynng 1o an old wan. Here
my children have been born, and one is
Durled. 1 now leave, wor knowing when,
or whether ever, | may retn, with a sk
before me greater thom that which rested
upem Washingion. Widiout the assistance
af the Divine Being who ever attend him,
1 cannot swcceed. With that assisuince 1
cansn fail. Trusting in Him who con go
with me, and remaln with you. and be
everywhere for good. let us confidently
Iope that alt will yet be well. To His care
. as | hope your pravers

an

conmending ¥
vou will commend me, 1 bid yon
affectionate farewell.

the West

With the stant of the Civil War in
April, 1861, Cairo, Nlinois —at the
junction of the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers - became  so  strategically
important that 2,700 soldiers and 15
pieces of field arillery were immediately
sent there 1o protect the state. Within
smonths. it was a major mifitary camp with
theusands of soldicrs, & parade ground.
and barcacks. It also boasted a naval yard
for outfining wharf boats — fatboats with
shed-tike  structores — with  crews and

. The New York Times reported
on Cairo’s military establishment. gun
emplacements, and chain of mines across
the Mississippi River. calling the town
“The Gibaltar of the West ™
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Indina, the 19 state 1o join the
Union. was well establishied al the start
of the Civil War, A etwork of river. road
and il transport supponted fledgling
river towns up and down the Ohio River
Vafley.

The state became a major source of
food for the Union army. Mills ground
wheat into floor and barrels were pac
with salt pork and beef. Farmiers harvested

outs and hay for army horses, and wool
for uniforms and blankets,

Timber was cut for construction of
wagons and artillery carriages. A small
boat buitding industry tumed @ building
honpital and tsnsport vessels. tdiana’s
conl production tripled in an effort to fuet
the fires of industry and if began fo tap
cheap and abundant sources of limestone
and vlay.

Secession Town

The entire state of Indiana did mot
wechnicully romain  with the  Union
Boggstown, Indian, twenty miles southest

of Indianapolis. yoled 1o scede From the
Union on February 16, 1561

Camp Morton

Camp Morton, located an the site of
the state faigrones at 19th and Alabama
Stroets in Indionapolis, was the primary
receiving and  dispatching  ground for
all Indiona regiments. 15 wis mdmed for
Indiana’s powerful war govemor, Ofiver
P Morion. By July 1861, ten olher camps
were evtablistied throughou the state. one in
each Congressional district

—i(entucky Fights
For Indiana

in 1861, Kemocky Govemor Berich
Magoftin refused to allow Confederste of
Union regiments 0 mobilize in his state.
Indiana Gosemor Oliver Morion countered
this order by aliowing any Keatucky men
wanting to fight with the Union army
join Indiana regiments, Camp Joe Holt i

Illinois
Volunteer
Regiments

With the start of the Civil War in
1861, Minois Volunieer regiments were

numbered in the onder of formation.
beginning with the number seven. The
state began with the 7th inois Volunteet
Tnfantry out of respect for the six regiments
that served from Hlinois in the Mexican
War. By the esd of 1861, Illinois had
mustered fifty regiments (about 50,000
men)
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Waiting with the
38th lowa

An excerpt from a lefter written by
Henry L. Sholts, Co. C, 38th lowa. 1o
his wife Martha, Qctober 27, 1861 from
Camp Franklin, Dubuque, lown:

1 suppose that you think thar the
soldiers would finally ger discouraged
by waiting, waiting and waiting.  Well
some are discouraged. some are wod.
some swear ard some run away but a
farge majority of thew wake it patiently
and laugh over it. For my part, I am
not discoraged or divheartened. 1 am
satisfied and contented when 1 hear from
wmy family ofien tfor that is my greatest
pleasure). Lam contented 1o do any thing,
but 1 want 1o be mustered in a soon as
possibite and conte: iwme 10 see you ol

Camp Ellsworth, established n 1861
on 200 acres w Keokuk. was the first fowa
training camp of the Civil War Jt was
created for the 90-day 15t lowa Infantry and
wamed for fallen war hero Elmer Ellsworth.
Over a dozen other emporary eamps wete
established throughout the state 1o form and

Camp Ellsworth

frain regiments before they were sworn into
Federal service. The names of such camps
were often changed to reflect the whims of
commanding officers — Camp Ronkin, also
housed ot Keokisk, later became kinown as
Camp Halleck

A Medal of Honor Remembered

Private
Bouqguet
Ist lowa

heroism

Missouri,
1861.
recatied
1905, "1

LT COLONEL W MERRITY, homse was
ISTIOWA

Bathe of Wilson's Creek.

Private Bouquet  all

by the guner 10 help it

catch a nidetless borse following the retreating
which was galloping  regiment, and in a short
about the fickd between  time had it safely within
the lines. To catch this  the lines of our army.

Nicholas  grun from falling into the
of Co. D, enemy’s hands —a most
Infantry was  important factor in the
the Medal batile, The encmy was
in 1897 for closing in upon us, but,
during  the  we staned for the hosse,

and in a short time had
him. Leading him with
possible haste 1o
the ahandoned gun, we
soon had him hitched o
and away we went.

August 10,

he event in
was  called

w0 save the

— Market Collapse —

With an influx of new settlers coming
10 its tall grass prairies. fowa became a
state in 1846, By the 18505, its Mississippi
River communities were beginning to
expand their bustling river trade with the
addition of organized railroad companies.

“The spring of 1861 brought hard times as
the start of the Civil War put an abrupt
end 1o lowa’s trade with the South,
Agricultural prices collapsed and farmers
were reduced to buming com for fuel.

Return of the 1st lowa
to Davenport

A reporter wrote of the reception given to
the Ist lowa Volunteers upon their return 1o
Davenport on September 21, 1861:

A procession was umediately formed,
consisting of the 1200 soldiers then in
Camp McClellan, the Fire Companies

Twrners. and  other  associations,
with many *citizens. and thousauds ia
aitendance. passed under — the

“Triumphal Arch," which was erected at
the corner of Main and Second streets,
and throwgh all the principal streets of the
cirs; firaly proceeding 1 the conrthouse
vand. where they were addressed by tudge
Ditton, and then partovt of a splendid

dinner prepared by the ladies.

The 11th Indiana

The volunteers of 1861 went off W
war wearing & wide variety of uniform
styles and colors. General conflsion
on the batticficld resulted s neither
side could identify friend or foe simply
by looking at their uniform. The gray
wnifonn of the 1ith Indiana, or the
Indiana Zovaves, was described by their
first commander, Lew Wallace:

There was notking of he flashy
Algerian colors in the uniform of the
Eleventh Indiona; no ved fez. no red
brecches, no red or vellow sash with
tassels big as early cabluges.  Our
ouit was the sumest grey twilled goods.
ot wnlike home made jeans — i visor
cxip, French in pattern. its top of red
clods nor larser thar the patin of one’s
hand; w1 bluc flannel
shirs with open meck,
a  jacker Greekivh
in form: edged with
saarrow binding. i red

scarcely  noticeable;
breeches  baggy bt
1ot petticoated: hutton
galers connecting
beiow the knees with
the  breeches,  and
strapped  over  the

Indiana, became the main
Maging area for aver 2000 Kentucky troops
o joim the Federal armiy

Pontoon Builders

qurm Weehly, Devember 14, 1861

The pontoons in our picture are being
built by the 32nd lIschana, umder he
superintendent of Licutenant Pierzuch. 3
Pole. who has seen servive abrowd. and is
now attached w0 this regiment. They are 10
be sed ity wagon-beds. and are mid 1 fit
the United States army wagons. The 32ad
Indiana i one of the best drilied in the
service It is composed almest exclusively
of Germuns, and is commanded by Colonel

shoes

Withich.

MJCHIGAN'S CiviL WAR
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With an  abundance of natural
resources, Michigan was & formidable
commercial and industrial power during
the Civil War. it had been part of the
United States since 1837, and by 1861
much of Lower Michigan’s forests had
been replaced by farmis and homesteads

Farmers provided foodstuffs such as
wheat, com. and osts as well as butter.
cheese. and livestock.  Raw materials
sich as timber, salt, copper and iron ore
were used for manafactiring. Michigan's
extensive forests of white pine were
converted into lumber for everything
from barrels 1o plank roads

The stae’s salt mining industry
burried vist amounts of wood as fuel
in its production of salt; the salt in turn
was used 10 greserve tons of meat for the

military. Copper from Upper Michigan
was used for cannons. buttons. buckles,
and military insignia.

The Blow at Last Fallen. War! War? War?
The Confederate Batteries Open on Sumter Yesterday Morning

After President Abraham Lincoln’s
April 15, 1861, proctamation calling
for 75000 militia to put down the
rebettion, Michigan was asked to furnish
one regiment of infantry. As the year
progressed, the Federal govemment
realized that more troops would be
needed to fight the war. In 1861 alone,
Michigan organized 21 regiments that
served in the Union army.

— FortWayne —

Fort Wayne. located on the Detroit
River at Detroit, was the most famous
and targest of Michigan's {raining and
mustering camps. The large sione star-
shapesd fortress was built on 96 acres
and named for Revolutionary War hero

General “Mad”Anthony Wayne. 1t was
completed in 1851, but ot garrisoned
until the start of the Civil War. Two other
Civif War aining sites — Camp Backus
and Camp Lyon — were also located a1
Detroit, as was the Detroit Anenal

A Woman in
Disguise

In 1861, Samb FEmna Edmonds
disguised bersell and colisted in the
20 Michigan as Franklin Thompson
She cuncealkad her gender and identity
for twu years, serving as # make nure
in the hospital anit of the 2nd and as »
Umion spy. She left the regiment afier
contracting  malaria, but retumed 10
aursing in Wishingion, D.C. under her
true identity until the end of the war.






